Should all patients with malignant astrocytoma have postoperative radiotherapy?
A retrospective analysis was carried out on 96 patients with malignant astrocytoma treated during the period 1977--1986 to evaluate the contribution of postoperative radiation treatment to survival. In this material the initial Karnofsky performance score, age and extent of resection appeared to be prognostic factors, on the basis of which suggestions are given for selection of patients for radiotherapy.